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passage; and the greater also would be the difficulty of feeding
and supplying the invaders if ever they landed, in the teeth of
continuous naval and air attack on their communications. All this
is classical and venerable doctrine. As in Nelson's day, the maxim,
holds, " Our first line of defence is the enemy's ports." Now air
reconnaissance and photography have brought to an old principle
a new and potent aid.
Our Navy is far stronger than it was at the beginning of the war.
The great flow of new construction set on foot at the outbreak is
now beginning to come in. We hope our friends across the ocean
will send us a timely reinforcement to bridge the gap between the
peace flotillas of 1939 and the war flotillas of 1941. There is no
difficulty in sending such aid. The seas and oceans are open. The
U-boats are contained. The magnetic mine is, up to the present
time, effectively mastered. The merchant tonnage under the British
flag, after a year of unlimited U-boat war, after eight months of
intensive mining attack, is larger than when we began. We have
in addition, under our control at least 4,000,000 tons of shipping
from the captive countries which has taken refuge here or in the
harbours of the Empire. Our stocks of food of all kinds are far
more abundant than in the days of peace and a l^firge and growing
programme of food production is on foot.
Why do I say all this ? Not assuredly to boast; not assuredly
to give the slightest countenance to complacency. The dangers
we face are still enormous, but so are our advantages and resources.
I recount them because the people have a right to know that there
are solid grounds for the confidence which we feel, and that we
have good reason to believe ourselves capable, as I said in a very
dark hour two months ago, of continuing the war " if necessary
alone, if necessary for years." I say it also because the fact that
the British Empire stands invincible, and 1^at Nazidom is still
being resisted, will kindle again the spark of hope in the breasts
of hundreds of millions of down-trodden or despairing men and
women throughout Europe, and far beyond its bounds, and that from
these sparks there will presently come cleansing and devouring
flame.
The great air battle which has been in progress over this Island
for the last few weeks has recently attained a high intensity. It is too
soon to attempt to assign limits either to its scale or to its duration.
We must certainly expect that greater efforts will be made by the
enemy than any he has so far put forth. Hostile air fields are still
being developed in France and the Low Countries, and the move-
ment of squadrons and material for attacking us is still proceeding.